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Elements of 
Reasoning

Purpose
of the
Thinking

Question at
Issue

Information

Interpretation
& Inference

Concepts

Assumptions

Implications
&

Consequences

Points of
View

Richard Paul. 1998. Critical Thinking: Basic Theory & Instructional Structures.  Foundation for Critical Thinking.
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Purpose of Thinking: 
Standards 1 & 4

Purpose of Thinking: 
Standards 1 & 4

Question at Issue:
Standards 1 and 2 

Question at Issue:
Standards 1 and 2 

Information:
Standards 1 and 2

Information:
Standards 1 and 2

Interpretation & Inference:
Standards 3

Interpretation & Inference:
Standards 3

Concepts:
Standards 1, 2

Concepts:
Standards 1, 2

Assumptions:
Standard 3

Assumptions:
Standard 3

Implications & Consequences:
Standards 1, 2, 5

Implications & Consequences:
Standards 1, 2, 5

Points of View:
Standards 1, 3, 4, 5

Points of View:
Standards 1, 3, 4, 5

A critical 
thinker 

considers

Mary Jane Petrowski
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“Because I think I 
am beginning to 
make progress.”
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•Team teach with someone who also wants to improve 

•Spend one morning or afternoon per term in the teaching/learning center

•Regularly read one journal on teaching/learning 

•Subscribe to an online teaching newsletter

•Identify one item about your teaching you want to change & make progress

•Attend a teaching/learning conference

•Join a teaching circle at your own institution - - or START one

•Write your philosophy of teaching and read it each September

•Develop a teaching portfolio

•Discuss assessments from your classes with your colleagues

•Invite others to a brown bag discussion of 1 journal article on 

teaching/learning

•Be conscious of learning and learners, authentic, open to change, reflective.
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•Leading Visibly and Invisibly 

•Creating a Culture of Collaboration

•Advocating for Teaching and Learning

•Transforming Culture

•Preparing for the Future

•Persisting in Personal Learning and 
Discovery

Library Leadership is the experience of:

Developing a Teaching/Learning Community

Preparing Students as Scholars and Citizens

Applying Personal Effort

Sustaining the Model

Collaborating with Librarians

Expressing Creativity

Accounting for Cultural Implications

Faculty Participation in the Initiative 
is the Experience of:

Academic Libraries should consider:
• focusing on student learning

• capitalizing on the academic library’s 
strengths and unique gifts

• creating a teaching and learning community 

• collaborating for long-term impact and added 
value 

• designing for culture, context, and faculty 
needs 

• implementing a clear vision 

Recommendations for Practice


